“Stewards Of
The Land”

R IV E R S I D E S T O R I E S

STEVE WOOTEN
Landowner in Kim, CO

AS A FOURTH generation cattle rancher in southeastern Colorado, Steve Wooten, owner
of Beatty Canyon Ranch, has been living and working on the land that his great grandfather purchased back in 1929 for most of his life. Now, joined by both the fifth and
sixth generations, Steve has devoted his life to the proper care of his family, land, and
cattle, learning everything he can about anything in between.
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n recent years, Steve has been focused on the pressing issue of repairing the river
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problem for him, as he recalls, “We used to have four-foot-tall tamarisks, but by
the time we started addressing them they were 20-feet tall, and they completely
encroached both sides of the channel,” adding, “The willows were gone. It became a
monoculture of tamarisk, for sure.”
So for over four years, Steve, along with both Americorps crews and private contractors, cleared out the tamarisk from the Chacuaco drainage. They tested whether or not such an undertaking could be successful, and which method of removal
might work best for the rest of his property. He found success, as many have, with
the mechanical removal of the invasive plants. “Today there are almost no tamarisk
in the Chacuaco,” he proudly states. “Sometimes we have to go back and spray herbicide, but we’ve reached a point where the seed in the ground is no longer viable.”
“Once we finished that project, we continued the work on our portion of the Purgatoire River,” Steve explains. “We’ve been at that for five years now. We’ve probably
covered two to three miles of the Purgatoire already. Every year, it’s amazing. Once
we do that initial work, we see the seedlings of the native willows coming back in. If
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