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DOUG KING

“We Are
Caretakers”

Landowner on Dolores River, CO

DOUG KING’S RANCH sits right near the confluence of the Dolores and Colorado Rivers. Having lived on the land for the entirety of his life, Doug has witnessed the evolution of the river through the decades. Over the years, invasive plant species--primarily tamarisk (saltcedar) and Russian knapweed--have taken over the river banks and choked out many of the natural grasses and trees. These unwelcome intruders, along with a changing climate and prolonged drought season, have Doug concerned
about one thing in particular--water.
“Water is absolutely critical,” Doug says. Tamarisk, Russian olive, and other invasive plants compete with native plants for precious water resources and often win the battle.
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First and foremost, Doug King is two
things: a grandfather and a caretaker.
The former of which comes with age
and experience; the latter is a responsibility he has been imparting on all of
his children and grandchildren from
day one.
“I have a theory that we should leave
the land better than how we got it,”

